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This Great Derangement 
is founded upon a 
dualistic 
conceptualization of the 
world in which social and 
environmental 
processes are conceived 
as separate yet 
interacting forces, 
pointing towards a set of 
largely technical 
solutions for policy and 
practice. 
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The world of adaptation and mitigation has for too long been
mapped in terms of a social cartography of vulnerabilities to climate
to be remedied by building adaptive capacity, forging
resilience, capturing carbon, and so forth. 
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This produces a
science-policy interface that is absorbed with identifying threats

and responding to impacts in order to create transformative
change. As a result, the adaptation concept slips insistently to

technological measures, despite widespread acknowledgement
of their pitfalls



The technical innovations of architects seek to reconcile the biological and 
the physical. These are produced in two primary ways: 

Firstly, through the biophysical imaginaries of unbuilt and seemingly
utopian projects. 



Secondly in those actual projects where real biophysical changes are expressed 
through various attempts at design and construction innovations. 



“The risk is very high 
that any particular idea 
about the product 
attributes or market 
applications of a 
disruptive technology 
may not prove to be 
viable. Failure and 
iterative learning are, 
therefore, intrinsic to 
the search for success 
with a disruptive 
technology.”

Christensen, C. M. (2013). The innovator's 
dilemma: when new technologies cause 
great firms to fail. Harvard Business Review 
Press.



Both of these technical 
narratives anticipate a 
future perfect 
anthropocene in climatic 
equilibrium, arguably a 
erroneous, if not 
dangerous, misreading of 
the physical science of 
IPCC’s AR6. 



The Architectural Education and the Profession in Australia and New Zealand report 
of 2019: Sustainabilty (4.2) was ranked design below, Design Studio (4.8), 

Architetcural Technology (4.5), Design Communication(4.3), and Architectural 
History (4.3). 

The  NSCA in 2015 included a  “Sustainable Environment Domain.”:  
“Understanding the responsibility of architects to minimise the impact on 

natural resources and design for longevity.” 



The  2021 AACA 
competencies 
specifically 
addressed issues 
related to care for 
Country and First 
Nations people “and 
expanded 
expectations in terms 
of sustainability, life 
cycle assessment and 
whole life carbon.” 







116 Metric
 Tonnes of 

Carbon Dioxide 

376,497 Litre
s of W

ater 

Image: John Gollings 



I
 I fear that the climate imaginaries conjured by architects, and described in 

what follows, presume a definitive end to such things – an end to the climate 
emergency. These imaginaries dictate an enchanted future Anthropocene 

where human life can go on as usual. Yet, as the climate emergency unfolds, 
we begin to sense that there are no more neat endings; chaos begets chaos. 
As described in this book, the magic of architects is an illusion that is even 

now contributing to future chaos
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